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POETRY 

    STANZAWI SE EXPLANATI ON OF THE POEM 

 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 9.  Garden Snake 

 

 

 

 

    The poem, ‘Gar den Snake’ is a simplist ic descr ipt ion of  a har mless snake. The young child 

nar r at or  encount er s a snake in t he gar den and r uns away f r om it  out  of  f ear . However , his 

mot her  inf or ms him t hat  cer t ain kinds of  snakes ar e not  danger ous at  all. They f eed mer ely on 

insect s. The young child nar r at or  loses his f ear , t her eaf t er  and begins t o wat ch t he snake pass 

t hr ough t he gar den.  

 

 

 

                                  

 

I  saw a snake and r an away… 

Some snakes ar e danger ous, t hey say; 

But  mot her  says t hat  kind is good, 

And eat s up insect s f or  his f ood. 

So when he wiggles in t he gr ass 

I ’ll st and aside and wat ch him pass, 

And t ell myself , “Ther e’s no mist ake, 

I t ’s j ust  a har mless gar den snake!” 

Ref erence The above lines have been t aken f r om Mur iel L Sonne’s poem ‘Gar den Snake.’ 

Cont ext  The poet  descr ibes how t he child’s f ear  get s r eplaced and he is able t o wat ch t he 

snake wit h delight . 

Explanat ion The young child nar r at or  sees a snake and r uns away t hinking t he snake t o be 

danger ous. His mot her , however , t ells him t hat  some par t icular  kinds of  snakes ar e not  

danger ous but  good. They eat  not hing but  insect s. Ther eaf t er , t he nar r at or  no longer  af r aid 

used t o st and aside and see t he snake wiggle in t he gr ass. Ever y t ime t he nar r at or  sees t he 

gar den snake, he r eminds himself  t hat  t her e is not hing wr ong as t his is j ust  a “har mless gar den 

snake.” 

 

SOUL OF THE POEM 

St anza 1 
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    NCERT Folder 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Answer t he f ollowing quest ions.  

(i) Pick out  t he line that  suggest s t hat  t he child is af raid of  snakes.  

 “I  saw a snake and r an away.” 

(ii) Which line shows a complet e change of  the child’s at t it ude t owards snakes? 

Read it  aloud 

 “I ’ll st and and wat ch him pass.” 

(iii) “But  mot her says t hat  kind is good…. ” What  is mot her ref erring t o? 

 The mot her  is r ef er r ing t o t he gar den snake. 

2.  Find the word that  ref ers t o t he snake’s movement s in the grass.  

Wiggle 

3.  There are f our pairs of  rhyming words in t he poem.  Say t hem aloud.  

 (a) Good, f ood   (b) Pass, gr ass   (c) Away, say     (d) Mist ake, snake 

4.   A snake has no legs or f eet ,  but  it  moves very f ast .  Can you guess how? Discuss in  

t he groups.  

A snake has no legs or  f eet . I t  wiggles on t he sur f ace. 

5.  Can you recall the word used f or cobra’s long sharp teet h? Where did you come 

  across t his word f irst ? 

A cobr a’s long t eet h ar e called f angs. I  f ir st  came acr oss t his wor d on Nat ional 

Geogr aphic Channel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working wit h t he poem 
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Chapt er Pract ice 

 

 

 

1.  Why did t he narrat or run away seeing t he garden snake? 

The nar r at or  t hought  t he snake t o be danger ous and out  of  f ear  r an away. 

2.  What  does a garden snake eat ? 

A gar den snake sur vives on insect s. 

  

 

 

1.  What  makes t he child comf ortable the next  t ime he sees the garden snake? 

The f ir st  t ime t he child sees t he snake, he is over come wit h f ear . 

However , on being t old by his mot her  t hat  t his par t icular  snake is not  danger ous, t he 

child becomes comf or t able t he next  t ime he encount er s t he gar den snake. 

2.  What  lesson does t he young child narrat or learn f rom his mother? 

 The young child nar r at or , in his ignor ance, had assumed all kinds of  snakes t o be 

danger ous. However , f r om his mot her  he lear nt  t hat  not  ever y kind of  snake is danger ous 

some ar e, most  ar e not . 

This makes him peacef ully admir e t he gar den snake whenever  he saw it  next . Also, 

t he nar r at or  lear nt  t hat  is impor t ant  t o gat her  knowledge about  any new obj ect  or  

cr eat ur e one encount er s bef or e making one’s opinion. 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer t he f ollowing quest ions.  

I  saw a snake and r an away___Some snakes ar e 

danger ous, t hey say; 

But  mot her  says t hat  kind is good, 

And eat s up insect s f or  his f ood. 

 

Very short  answer t ype quest ions 

Short  answer type quest ions 

Ext ract  based quest ions 
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1.  Why do you think t he child ran away on seeing t he snake? 

Because t he snake is a ver y danger ous cr eat ur e and it s f ear  is gener ally inst illed 

in ever ybody f r om his ver y childhood. 

2.  What  does t he child’s mother say about  snakes? 

 The child’s mot her  t ells him t hat  t he kind of  t he snake t hat  he saw was not  so 

danger ous. I t  lived on insect s only and did not  har m ot her s. 

3.  I s it  good play wit h snakes which are not  very dangerous? 

 No, one should not  at  all do t he cour age of  playing wit h t he snakes because one 

cannot  r ecognise which snakes ar e poisonous and which ar e not . 

4.  Why are snakes dangerous,  according t o you? 

(a) Because t hey look ver y danger ous 

(b) Because t heir  venom is poisonous 

(c) Because t hey make t er r ible sounds  

(d) Bot h ‘a’ and ‘b’  

 (d) Bot h ‘a’ and ‘b’ 

5.  Why does the snakes kill insect s? 

(a) Because he does not  like t hem 

(b) Because he want s t o r ule t he f or est  

(c) Because he want s t o eat  t hem as a f ood 

(d) Because he want s t o save human beings 

 (c) Because he want s t o eat  t hem as a f ood 

6.  What  does t he poet  ref er t o as ‘they’ in the above st anza? 

(a) Snakes      (b) Snake cat cher s  (c) Tr ees and bushes  (d) Gener al people 

(d) Gener al people 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


